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PRICED $1,690 BELOW DEALER INVOICE!!!!
2008 GMC Canyon 
Crew Cab SLE
Stock# t13270 4x4, Z-71 off road pkg,
XM Radio, cd, OnStar, VORTEC 3.7L I5
engine, auto trans, power everything,
too much to list!!! M.S.R.P. $27,505.

PRICED $1,545 BELOW DEALER INVOICE!!!!
2008 Pontiac G8 Sport Sedan
Stock# c13818 3.6L v-6, 5-spd auto trans, w/ driver 
shift control & sport mode, front & side impact 
airbages, OnStar, cd, power everything, 
Remote vehicle start.nice sporty car.  
M.S.R.P. $27,595. 

n

Butte Auto Center 
no Haggle Best Price only……………………

$18,990*
Or it qualifi es for 2.9% fi nancing up to 60 months**!!!

Butte Auto Center 
no Haggle Best Price only…………………… 

$22,930* T H R O U G HB R E A K

*PRICE INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURE AND DEALER INCENTIVES SEE DEALER 
FOR COMPLETE DETAILS. **ON APPROVED CREDIT, SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

Bridge access

Third
time’s the
charm?
BY JENNIFER MCKEE
of The Standard State Bureau

HELENA — You have to go back six years to find
a legislative session where lawmakers didn’t 
squabble about bridge access.

Every effort of the last two legislative sessions
has died, but Rep. Kendall Van Dyk, D-Billings, is
hoping this time might be different.

“This is a compromise between sportsmen and
landowners,” he said Friday.

Van Dyk is sponsoring House Bill 190, one of the
main efforts in the 2009 Legislature to resolve how
Montanans access public rivers from public bridges.

The bill is up for what is expected to be a packed
public hearing on Tuesday at the 2009 Montana
Legislature.

Van Dyk’s bill is simpler than previous efforts
and comes after 16 months of working with 
landowners and sportsman groups to find common
ground. It also has bipartisan support, including four
Republican co-sponsors, and proponents including
Attorney General Steve Bullock and cattle groups.

The issue has its roots in the state’s unique 1985
Stream Access Law, which states that rivers and
streams belong to the people of the state and citizens
may access them, regardless of who owns the land
abutting the stream, provided they stay below the
high water mark.

Ranchers often attach fences to bridges to keep
cattle either out of waterways or off the road.

In most parts of the state, said Craig Sharpe,
executive director of the Montana Wildlife
Federation, one of Montana’s largest conservation
groups who worked on HB190, these fences are
clearly intended to keep cattle and not people out of
streams and cause no problems: People just pull
apart two strands of barbed wire, walk through the
fence and landowners have no problems.

RUBY RIVER CASE
But the Ruby River in Madison County seems to

be a special case. A few landowners, namely James
Kennedy, a billionaire heir to a media fortune from
Atlanta, have resisted efforts to allow the public to
access public waters from public bridges crossing
their land.

In 2000, Attorney General Joe Mazurek issued a
formal opinion upholding the right of bridge access.
Attorney general opinions carry the weight of law
unless changed by the Legislature or overruled by a
judge.

But Mazurek’s opinion hardly resolved the issue.
For the last four years, Kennedy and others have
been fighting a Madison County court battle 
contending that the public right-of-way at bridges
narrows to the exact width of the bridge, meaning
anyone who stepped off the bridge would be 
trespassing.

District Judge Loren Tucker rejected that 
argument in his October 2008 ruling, but he also
upheld the right of landowners to attach fences to
bridges.

In the 2007 Legislature, lawmakers tried to 
negotiate some way that would allow landowners to
fence to bridges, shield them from lawsuits if a
member of the public got hurt on their fence, while
also guaranteeing that the public would still have
access to waters from public bridges.

The wildlife federation’s Sharpe said he thought
the 2007 bill became so lengthy and complicated, it
could not pass.

TO THE POINT
HB190 is short, and includes things important to

both cattle growers and sportsmen.
It states that citizens may access rivers and

streams from a bridge, the bridge right-of-way and

BY JUSTIN POST
of The Montana Standard

T
wo Butte engineers
from MSE Inc. are
deploying aboard the
USS Nimitz from San

Diego next week to test new
aircraft launch technology.

Longtime employees Jim
McConnell and Fred
LaForest will spend 10 days
aboard the nuclear-powered
aircraft carrier testing
MSE’s “launch bar confirma-
tion technology,” said Dave
Micheletti, vice president of
MSE’s advanced energy and
aerospace division.

Navy officials gave the
Butte-based MSE formal
approval this week to test the
“Autonomous Launch Bar
Seating Check Project” as
the carrier embarks on a 
six-month deployment.

The technology developed
by MSE would provide an
automated system to ensure
the carrier’s catapult launch
gear is properly seated 
during takeoff, Micheletti
said.

Navy jets have crashed
when the systems were not
properly seated, and sailors
have since physically 
verified a proper connection
while working near jet
engines, he said.

“There is a couple of 
safety factors involved
there,” Micheletti said.

The system developed by
MSE uses a remote camera
and “sophisticated” software
to verify the positioning, he
said.

MSE’s engineers have
been researching their
launch confirmation 
technology with Naval fund-
ing since 1999, and
Micheletti said the Navy’s
approval for on-site testing is
a major development.

“Getting that formal
approval yesterday was a big
deal for us,” he said this
week. “The last step in the
process is to install this 
system on an operational 
aircraft carrier and test it
and demonstrate it works
under real-world 

launch operations.”
If the testing proves 

successful, Navy officials
plan to leave MSE’s system
in place on the Nimitz for the
remainder of the ship’s
deployment.

The Navy then may 
retrofit additional carriers,
which would translate into a
roughly $10 million project
for MSE.

MSE opened in 1976 and
employs approximately 

145 people including 
engineers, technicians and
other technical workers, said
Jeff Ruffner, president and
chief executive officer.

Reporter Justin Post may be
reached at justin.post@lee.net or
by telephone, 496-5572.
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AND THEY’RE OFF

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MSE AND U.S. NAVY

JIM MCCONNELL, left, and Fred LaForest are pictured above during the aircraft launch technology installation on the USS Nimitz
in October. The two will be deployed on the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier next week to test an MSE-developed device.

Butte engineers headed for USS Nimitz

IF THE TESTING for the aircraft launch technology proves successful, Navy officials plan to
leave MSE’s system in place on the USS Nimitz for the remainder of the cruiser’s deployment.
The Navy then may retrofit additional carriers, which would translate into a roughly $10 million
project for the Butte-based MSE, a spokesman said.

THE TECHNOLOGY developed by MSE would provide an
automated system to ensure the USS Nimitz’s catapult launch
gear is properly seated during takeoff.

“The last step in the
process is to install this

system on an 
operational aircraft

carrier and test it and
demonstrate it works

under real-world
launch operations.”

Dave Micheletti,
vice president of MSE’s

advanced energy 
and aerospace division
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